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BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  responsible  for  the  balanced 
management  of  the  Public  Land  and  resources  and  their  various  values  so 
that  they  are  considered  in  the  combination  that  will  best  serve  the  needs  of 
the  American  people.  BLM  management  is  based  upon  the  principles  of 
multiple  use  and  sustained  yield;  a  combination  of  uses  that  takes  into 
account  the  long-term  needs  of  future  generations  of  renewable  and 
nonrenewable  resources.  These  resources  include  recreation,  range,  timber, 
minerals,  watershed,  fish  and  wildlife,  wilderness  and  natural,  scenic, 
scientific  and  historical  values. 
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Dear  Reader: 

This  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP)  and  Rangeland  Program  Summary 
(RPS)  Annual  Update  is  part  of  the  Caballo  Resource  Area's  effort  to  keep  the 
public  informed  of  our  ongoing  multiple-use  management  programs.   Open  and 
effective  communication  and  cooperation  are  fundamental  to  successful 
management  of  our  public  land.   The  purpose  of  the  Summary  is  to  provide  you 
information  on  the  progress  we  have  made  during  1992  and  actions  planned  for 
iyyj. 

The  Caballo  Resource  Area  has  made  significant  progress  this  past  year  in 
implementing  positive  management  actions  and  planning  future  activities    To  all 
those  who  are  involved  in  helping  us  in  this  process,  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks 
and  appreciation.   I  look  forward  to  another  productive  year  and  encourage  you 
to  participate  in  the  management  of  our  public  land. 

Sincerely, 


Timothy  M.  Murphy 
Area  Manager 
Caballo  Resource  Area 
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CABALLO  RESOURCE  AREA  PROFILE 
FOR  SIERRA  AND  OTERO  COUNTY 
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State  Trust  Land 
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TOTAL  ACREAGE 
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Areas  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACEC) 
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(Three  Rivers) 
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Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSAs) 
Acres 
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Operators 
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INTRODUCTION 


This  is  the  third  White  Sands 
Resource  Management  Plan 
(RMP)  Update  for  the  Caballo 
Resource  Area.  The  purpose  of 
this  document  is  to  update  the 
public  on  implementation  of  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management's 
(BLM's)  White  Sands  RMP.  The 
RMP  for  the  Caballo  Resource 
Area  (Sierra  and  Otero  Counties) 
was  completed  in  October  1986. 
Because  implementation  of  the 
RMP  will  continue  over  a  number 
of  years,  a  RMP  update  document 
will  be  issued  each  year.  The 
annual  document  will  present 
information  concerning  the 
progress  made  in  the  previous 
fiscal  year,  and  the  actions  planned 
for  the  current  fiscal  year  to 
implement  the  RMP.  This 
document  presents  the 
accomplishments  for  Fiscal  Year 
(FY)  1992  and  the  planned  actions 
for  FY  1993. 

The  implementation  actions 
(completed  and  planned)  contained 
in  this  update  are  presented  by 


resource  program  in  the  same 
sequence  as  the  RMP  (October 
1986).   The  majority  of  the 
resource  implementation  actions 
are  presented  in  simple  list  format 
with  a  short  description. 
PROGRAM  NOTES  are  presented 
for  resource  programs  which 
require  more  detailed  discussion 
and  provide  information  on  routine 
actions. 


The  "Planned  Actions"  listed  are 
actions  that  have  been  identified  in 
the  RMP  for  implementation  in 
FY  1993.  Project-specific 
developments  (rangeland 
improvements  and  sign  placements) 
are  not  listed  as  planned  actions 
because  these  actions  are  site 
specific  and  were  not  identified  in 
the  RMP. 

All  scheduled  planned  actions  are 
projections  based  on  current 
priorities  and  the  budget  for  the 
fiscal  year.   If  priorities  and  budget 
allocations  shift  during  the  fiscal 


year,  the  schedule  for  the  planned 
actions  may  also  change. 

A  list  of  the  Environmental 
Assessments  (EAs)  which  were 
completed  in  FY  1992  is  also 
provided  (see  Appendix  A).   All 
EAs  are  available  for  public  review 
at  the  Caballo  Resource  Area 
Office. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Based  on  a  submission  from  the 
Caballo  Resource  Area,  the  BLM 
Washington  Office  has  selected  the 
Copper  Flat  and  Lake  Valley  area 
as  a  mineral  showcase.  The 
showcase  is  planned  to  demonstrate 
the  value  of  minerals  to  our 
society's  growth  and  prosperity,  the 
historical  aspect  of  mineral 
development  in  Sierra  County,  and 
present  day  efforts  to  develop 
minerals  in  a  manner  compatible 
with  other  resource  values. 


An  Extended  Monitoring  Plan  was 
developed  for  the  Caballo 
Resource  Area  which  identifies  the 
schedule  for  establishing  baseline 
vegetation  data  by  allotment.  As 
part  of  the  Plan,  60  allotments 
totalling  718,560  acres  were 
monitored  to  collect  data  for  range 
conditions  (ecological  status), 
forage  production,  and  forage 
utilization. 

In  1992,  the  BLM  received  an 
appropriation  of  $380,000  to 
replace  portions  of  the  McGregor 
Range  pipeline  critical  to 
maintaining  permanent  sources  of 
water  for  livestock  and  wildlife. 
Seventeen  miles  of  the  main  line 
was  replaced  with  2  and  3  inch 
steel  pipe  which  will  increase 
amounts  and  efficiency  of  water 
delivered  onto  the  mesa  grassland 
areas.  Fifteen  miles  of  plastic  pipe 
is  currently  being  replaced  in  the 
foothills  areas  which  is  critical 
habitat  for  up  to  4,000  mule  deer. 

Four  wildlife  exclosures  were 
constructed  this  year.  They 
include: 

•  Percha  Creek  (1)  -  Riparian 
management  demonstration. 


•  Jornada  del  Muerto  (2)  -  for 
nongame  and  upland  game 
habitat  around  dirt  tanks. 


Pronghorn  Dirt  Tank  (1)  -  for 
nongame,  upland  game,  and  big 
game  (Sikes  Act  Project). 


The  materials  for  the  Jornada  del 
Muerto  exclosures  were  purchased 
with  funds  set  aside  strictly  for 
volunteer  projects.   Over  40 
volunteers  assisted  Caballo 
Resource  Area  personnel  in 
building  the  two  exclosures. 


A  Cultural  Resource  Management 
Plan  was  developed  for  the  Three 
Rivers  prehistoric  village  and 
petroglyph  site  in  Otero  County. 
A  permanent  volunteer  host  was 
stationed  on  the  existing  Three 
Rivers  campground  site. 


At  the  historic  mining  town  of 
Lake  Valley  in  Sierra  County,  an 
architectual  design  for  stabilization 
of  the  schoolhouse  and  chapel  was 
initiated. 


CHANGING  THE  RMP 

The  White  Sands  RMP  is  the 
guiding  document  for  management 
of  the  public  land  resources  in  the 
Caballo  Resource  Area  for  the  next 
10  to  20  years.  There  are  three 
techniques  for  changing  the  plan: 
plan  maintenance,  amendment,  and 
revision.  Plan  maintenance 
includes  correcting  errors  in  the 
text,  updating  data  bases,  and 
correcting  mapping. errors.  No 
decisions  are  changed  through  the 
maintenance  processes.  Plan 
amendments  are  major  changes 
which  affect  one  or  more  of  the 
RMP  decisions.  Plan  revision 
involves  a  complete  rewrite  of  the 
RMP. 


In  FY  1992,  there  were  no  plan 
amendments  completed;  therefore, 
the  plan  remains  essentially 
unchanged.  In  FY  1993,  up  to 
three  plan  amendments  are 
scheduled;  the  plan  amendment 
will  address  Areas  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern  in  Otero 
County,  cultural  resources 
management  at  Lake  Valley,  and 
projects  at  Three  Rivers. 


RESOURCE  PROGRAMS  IMPLEMENTATION  ACTIONS 


LANDS 


Accompli  shments 


•  Eight  rights-of-way  (ROWs) 
were  processed  in  FY  1992. 

•  The  Public  Land  Order 
withdrawing  the  McGregor 
Range  Administrative  Site 
was  issued. 

•  Six  withdrawal  review  cases 
were  completed  for  the 


Elephant  Butte  and  Caballo 
Dams  in  Sierra  County. 

•  A  Recreation  and  Public 
Purpose  (R&PP)  lease  for  a 
rifle  range  to  Otero  County 
was  issued. 

•  Approximately  50  percent  of 
land  lines  (survey)  and  land 
status  data  have  been  entered 
into  the  Geographic 
Information  System  for  Sierra 
and  Otero  Counties. 


Planned  Actions 

•  1,007  acres  of  State  trust  land 
on  McGregor  Range  will  be 
acquired  by  exchange. 

•  8,927  acres  of  public  land  in 
the  Caballo  Resource  Area 
has  been  identified  in  the  Rio 
Bonito  Exchange. 

•  Three  R&PP  leased  parcels 
will  go  to  patent;  a  fire 


station  for  Sierra  County,  a 
fire  station  and  a  park  for 
Otero  County. 

•  The  City  of  Truth  or 
Consequences,  New  Mexico 
has  applied  for  an  R&PP 
lease  for  a  rifle  range. 

•  A  direct  sale  to  the  City  of 
Truth  or  Consequences  for  a 
30-acre  addition  to  their 
existing  landfill  will  be 
processed. 

PROGRAM  NOTES 

The  Caballo  Resource  Area  is 
continuing  to  work  on 
unauthorized  use  within  Otero  and 
Sierra  Counties.  There  is  special 
emphasis  on  hazardous  waste  in 
the  Caballo  Resource  Area. 
Regulations  implementing  the 
amended  Recreation  and  R&PP 
Act  addressing  solid  waste  disposal 
(landfills)  are  in  place.   Local 
governments  are  studying  landfills 
on  a  regional  basis. 


Withdrawal  review  is  planned  for 
White  Sands  Missile  Range,  Fort 
Bliss,  Dona  Ana  Range,  and 
Holloman  Air  Force  Base.    A 
mineral  report  required  prior  to 
the  withdrawal  review  on  the 
2,372,409  acres  is  currently  being 
written.  The  oil  and  gas  portion  of 
the  mineral  report  is  complete  and 
the  locatable  minerals  portion  is 
expected  to  be  completed  in  FY 
1993. 


MINERALS 


Accomplishments 


•  Based  on  a  submission  from  the 
Caballo  Resource  Area,  the 
BLM  Washington  Office  has 
selected  the  Copper  Flat  and 
Lake  Valley  area  as  a  mineral 
showcase.  The  showcase  is 
planned  to  demonstrate  the 
value  of  minerals  to  our  society's 
growth  and  prosperity,  the 
historical  aspect  of  mineral 
development  in  Sierra  County, 
and  present  day  efforts  to 
develop  minerals  in  a  manner 
compatible  with  other  resource 
values. 

•  The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Mines 
initiated  a  mineral  inventory  in 
Caballo  Resource  Area.  This 
inventory  should  be  completed 
during  FY  1994. 


Planned  Actions 

•  Establish  a  community  pit  for 
mineral  materials  in  Otero 
County. 

•  Complete  the  actions 
required  for  the  mineral 
showcase. 

•  Assist  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Mines  personnel,  as  required, 
with  the  mineral  inventory. 

PROGRAM  NOTES 

•  Routine  public  demand 
workload  expected  through 
FY  1992: 

20  Mining  Notices  Processed 
1*  Mining  Plan  Processed 
3  Mineral  Materials  Disposal 
0  Oil  and  Gas  Exploration 
or  Applications  for  Permit 
to  Drill 
26  Review  of  Oil  and  Gas 
Lease  parcels  for  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act 
(NEPA)  documentation 


Note:    *A  mining  plan  for  the 
reopening  of  the  Copper  Flat 
mine  was  received  in  FY  1992. 
The  Caballo  Resource  Area  has 
finalized  the  environmental 
assessment  for  this  mine  plan.  A 
decision  on  this  mine  plan  is 
expected  in  early  FT  1993. 


RANGELAND 
MANAGEMENT 


The  Caballo 
Resource  Area 
administers 
225  grazing 
permits  and 
leases  covering 
2,361,499  acres 


W 


/*>*? 


of  public  land.  Active  grazing 
preference  for  these  permits  and 
leases  totals  298,762  animal  unit 
months  (AUMs).  The  price  of  an 
AUM  for  the  grazing  season 
(March  1  -  February  28)  in  1991-92 
was  $1.97  and  for  1992-93  is  $1.92. 

Monitoring  Program 

The  White  Sands  RMP  assigned 
each  grazing  allotment  into  one  of 
the  following  categories:  Category 
"M"  allotments  generally  are  in 
satisfactory  resource  condition; 
Category  "I"  allotments  generally 
have  the  potential  to  improve 
resource  conditions  and  resolve 
resource  conflicts;  Category  "C" 
allotments  generally  have  low 
resource  production  potential  and 
are  producing  near  their  potential. 
Selected  "M"  allotments  were  also 
designated  through  the  RMP  and 
generally  are  in  satisfactory 
resource  condition,  however, 
resource  conflicts  may  be  occurring. 

The  General  Management 
Guidance  contained  in  the  RMP 
essentially  addresses  the  Selected 
"M"  allotments  the  same  as  "I" 
allotments.  There  is  a  total  of  97 
"M"  allotments,  25  Selected  "M" 
allotments,  84  "I"  allotments,  and 
19  "C"  allotments. 

Livestock  grazing  capacities  for 
each  "I"  and  Selected  "M" 
allotments  are  to  be  evaluated. 
This  year  an  interdisciplinary 
Analysis/Interpretation/Evaluation 
(AIE)  process  was  implemented  to 
determine  not  only  proper  grazing 
capacities,  but  to  determine 
whether  the  goals  and  objectives  of 
the  RMP  are  being  effectively 
achieved  under  current 
management.   If  the  AIE  concludes 
that  the  current  stocking  rate  is 
proper,  and  the  goals  and 
objectives  of  the  RMP  are  being 
met,  then  the  allotment  will  be 
placed  into  the  "M"  category. 


If  the  stocking  rate  requires 
an  adjustment,  and  the  goals 
and  objectives  are  not  being 
met,  then  the  allotment  will 
remain  in  the  T  category. 
Management  actions  will  be 
implemented  to  resolve  the 
conflicts.  This  may  lead  to 
the  development  of  an 
allotment  activity  plan, 
implementation  of  range 
improvements,  and 
continuation  of  monitoring  to 
assess  if  objectives  are  being 
achieved  through 
implementation  of  these 
actions. 

In  conjunction  with  the  AIE 
process,  an  Extended 
Monitoring  Plan  was 
developed  which  identifies  the 
schedule  for  establishing 
baseline  data,  conducting  use 
supervision,  finalizing  the 
AIE  process,  and  issuing  a 
Decision  or  Agreement  for 
each  allotment.  Those 
allotments  in  which  an  AIE 
was  completed  in  1992  and 
planned  for  in  1993  are  listed 
in  Table  1.   Decisions  or 
Agreements  which  establish 
allotment  goals  and  objectives 
will  be  issued  the  following 
year  after  the  AIE  is 
completed.  No  Decisions  or 
Agreements  were  issued  in 
1992. 

As  part  of  the  Extended 
Monitoring  Plan,  60 
allotments  totaling  718,560 
acres  were  monitored  to 
collect  data  for  range 
conditions  (ecological  status), 
forage  production,  and  forage 
utilization.  Figure  1 
illustrates  ecological  status  of 
the  entire  Caballo  Resource 
Area.   In  addition,  a  total  of 
95  allotments  were  visited  by 
range  conservationists  to 
conduct  use  supervision  and 


TABLE  1 

COMPLETED  AND  PLANNED  ANALYSIS/ 

INTERPRETATION/EVALUATION 

PROCESS 


'     1992  NUMBER/ALLOTMENTS 

07037 

OROGRANDE  RANCH 

09040 

RICHARD  LEWIS 

09046 

INDIAN  DRAW 

09051 

J  B  RUNYAN 

09052 

ALVA  SMITH 

1993  NUMBER/ALLOTMENTS 

07014 

OSIE  DANLEY 

09008 

CLIFTON  DEAN 

09032 

ANDY  LEWIS 

09035 

ELDO  LEWIS  PARTNERSHIP 

09036 

HOWELL  LEWIS 

09039 

PANTHER  CANYON 

09056 

WILKERSON  WELL 

09058 

T  A  TANNER 

06074 

BERRENDA  CREEK 

06149 

PUTNAM  DRAW 

07012 

J  W  DANLEY 

07013 

WILLIS  DANLEY 

07022 

SALADO  CREEK 

09010 

LITTLE  AMERICAS 

09011 

BOX  CANYON 

09038 

KITCH  RANCH 

09045 

DON  I  PORTER 

09049 

RUNYAN-MERSHON 

09059 

BILL  TAYLOR 

09062 

BROKEOFF  RANCH 

16018 

CABALLO  MTN  RANCH 

16019 

GYP  HILLS 

compliance  with  terms  and 
conditions  of  the 
permitAeases.   This  process  is 
less  intensive  than, 
monitoring;  however,  it 
affords  the  opportunity  to 
coordinate  with  permittee  and 
lessees  and  detect  any  issues 
or  conflicts. 

Range  condition  studies  were 
conducted  on  191,933  acres  in 
1992.   Range  conditions 
appear  to  be  in  an  upward 
trend  overall;  however,  only 
1/10  of  the  Resource  Area 
can  be  studied  each  year 
based  on  funding. 

Grazing  Activity  Plans 

In  1991,  9  activity  plans  for 
10  allotments  were  developed. 
During  1992,  management 
emphasis  was  to  implement 
these  plans  and  establish 
baseline  monitoring  studies  to 
aid  in  evaluating  the 
management  actions.  No 
activity  plans  were  developed 
in  1992.  Based  on  the 
management  actions 
contained  in  the  AIE  process 
and  past  Decisions  or 
Agreements,  grazing  activity 
plans  are  expected  to  be 
developed  in  1993  on 
allotments  07022,  16019  and 
16108  covering  35,999  acres 
of  public  land. 

Rangeland 
Improvements 

The  development  of  the 
rangeland  improvements  is 
integral  to  the 
implementation  of  the 
rangeland  management 
program  on  public  land. 
Rangeland  improvements 
allow  BLM  to  take  advantage 
of  management  techniques 
such  as  pasture  rest  or 


deferment, 
improved 
grazing 
distribution, 
and  brush 
control;  such 
improvements 
help  minimize 
and  mitigate 
adverse  affects 
on  other 
resource 
values. 
Improvements  are  also 
instrumental  in  preventing  further 
rangeland  deterioration  and  result 
in  improved  forage  and  watershed 
conditions  which  benefit  both 
wildlife  and  livestock.   All 
rangeland  improvements  are 
analyzed  for  their  economic  and 
environmental  effects  prior  to 
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implementation  to  ensure  that 
multiple-use  objectives  are 
achieved. 

Implemented  rangeland 
improvements  for  FY  1992  and 
those  planned  for  FY  1993  are 
shown  in  the  list  of  Rangeland 
Improvements  in  Appendix  B. 

McGregor  Range 

Based  on  the  Military  Lands 
Withdrawal  Act  of  1986  (Public 
Law  99-606),  BLM  continues  to 
manage  the  natural  resources 
within  McGregor  Range  pursuant 
to  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act  of  1976.  Based 
on  a  Memorandum  of 
Understanding  with  the 
Department  of  Army  and  a  RMP 


FIGURE  1 

ECOLOGICAL    STATUS 


Amendment  to  the  White  Sands 
RMP  for  McGregor  Range,  BLM 
manages  the  livestock  grazing 
program  and  maintains  all 
rangeland  and  wildlife 
improvements  associated  with  this 
program  on  271,000  acres  of  the 
McGregor  Range.   In  addition, 
BLM  has  primary  responsibilities 
for  wildlife  and  recreation 
management  on  McGregor  Range. 

Livestock  are  authorized  to  graze 
on  McGregor  Range  through  a 
yearly  competitive  auction  of 
grazing  contracts  for  14  grazing 
units.  These  contracts  are  bid  on 
an  AUM  basis  which  is  derived  for 
each  grazing  unit  from  rangeland 
monitoring  studies.  Each  contract 
is  typically  for  a  9-month  period 
from  October  through  June  which 
allows  for  a  3  month  growing 


TABLE  2 

1991-92  MCGREGOR  RANGE 

GRAZING  CONTRACTS 


UNIT# 

LENGTH  OF 
CONTRACT 

YEAR 
INITIATED 

AUMS 

S/AUMS 

TOTAL 
S 

1 

9  Months 

1991 

1,479 

$4.00 

$5,916 

2 

9  Months 

1991 

1,800 

$4.00 

$7,200 

3 

9  Months 

1991 

1,805 

$4.00 

$7,220 

4 

Not  Offered 

~ 

-- 

-- 

-- 

5 

Not  Offered 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

7 

9  Months 

1991 

2,800 

$4.40 

$12,320 

8 

9  Months 

1991 

1,125 

$4.00 

$4,500 

9 

5  Years 
9  Months  Each 

1988 

3,500 

$4.00 

$14,000 

10 

9  Months 

1991 

2,400 

$4.00 

$11,640 

11 

5  Years 
9  Months  Each 

1990 

3,150 

$4.00 

$12,600 

12 

9  Months 

1991 

1,200 

$4.00 

$4,800 

13 

5  Years 
9  Months  Each 

1988 

3,000 

$4.00 

$12,000 

14 

3  Months 

1991 

681 

$4.00 

$2,724 

15 

No  Bid 

- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

TOTALS 

22,940 

$94,920 

season  deferment,  July  through 
September,  each  year.   Fees 
collected  from  the  grazing  contracts 
are  used  to  maintain  rangeland  and 
wildlife  improvements,  and  conduct 
on-the-ground  management  and 
use  supervision.  A  majority  of  this 
effort  is  spent  maintaining  the  110 
miles  of  water  pipeline  that 
provides  the  only  permanent  source 
of  water  in  the  grazing  area  of 
McGregor  Range. 


This  past  year  all  on-the-ground 
McGregor  Range  personnel  have 
been  located  and  are  working  out 
of  Alamogordo,  New  Mexico  which 
is  25  miles  north  of  McGregor 
Range.  This,  as  opposed  to 
working  out  of  Las  Cruces, 
New  Mexico  has  increased  work 
efficiency.  As  a  result,  BLM  has 
repaired  and  maintained  a  greater 
number  of  the  rangeland  and 
wildlife  improvements  in  an  effort 


to  ensure  that  water  is  available  to 
livestock  and  wildlife.   This  has 
increased  use  supervision  and  the 
confidence  of  prospective  grazing 
contractors,  resulting  in  higher  bids 
and  total  revenues.  Tables  2  and  3 
summarize  the  grazing  contracts  for 
.the  .1991-92  and  1992-93  seasons. 

Grazing  Unit  6  no  longer  exists; 
however,  the  above  numbering  of 
units  has  been  maintained  because 
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TABLE  3 

1992-93  MCGREGOR  RANGE 

GRAZING  CONTRACTS 


UNIT# 

LENGTH  OF 
CONTRACT 

YEAR 
INITIATED 

AUMS 

S/AUMS 

TOTAL 

1 

9  Months 

1992 

4,496 

$4.50 

$20,232.00 

2 

18  Months 

1992 

2,252 

$4.50 

$10,134.00 

3 

8  Months 

1992 

1,997 

$4.00 

$7,988.00 

4 

Not  Offered 

- 

— 



5 

Not  Offered 

-- 

— 

__ 

.. 

7 

9  Months 

1992 

2,702 

S5.00 

$13,510.00 

8 

9  Months 

1992 

726 

S7.65 

$5,553.90 

9 

9  Months 

1992 

1,611 

$4.85 

$7,813.35 

10 

9  Months 

1992 

2,702 

$5.25 

$12,766.95 

11 

5  Years 
9  Months  Each 

1990 

2,252 

$4.00 

$9,008.00 

12 

9  Months 

1992 

1,351 

$5.70 

$7,700.70 

13 

8  Months 

1992 

3,222 

$4.25 

$13,693.50 

14 

9  Months 

1992 

1,815 

$4.50 

$8,167.50 

15 

8  Months 

1992 

1,198 

$6.15 

$7,367.70 

J   TOTALS 

26,324 

$123,935.60 

of  public  familiarity  of  units.   In 
1991-92,  Units  4,  5,  and  15  were 
not  offered  for  bid  due  to  problems 
with  the  water  pipeline  system. 
Water  in  these  units  was  available 
for  wildlife,  but  not  in  sufficient 
quantity  for  livestock. 


In  1992,  BLM  received  an 
appropriation  of  $380,000  to 
replace  portions  of  the  pipeline 
critical  to  maintaining  permanent 
sources  of  water  for  livestock  and 
wildlife.  Seventeen  miles  of  the 
main  pipeline  was  replaced  with 
2  and  3  inch  steel  pipe  which  will 
increase  amounts  and  efficiency  of 


water  delivered  onto  the  mesa 
grassland  areas.  Also,  15  miles  of 
plastic  pipe  is  currently  being 
replaced  in  the  foothill  areas  which 
is  critical  habitat  for  up  to  4,000 
mule  deer.  This  replacement  has 
enabled  BLM  to  again  contract 
Unit  15  for  1991-92  and  make 
Units  4  and  5  available  for  1993-94. 
In  cooperation  with  the  U.S.  Army, 
125  miles  of  roads  were 
maintained. 


In  past  years,  approximately  35,000 
AUMs  were  contracted  for  grazing 
on  McGregor  Range. 


Although  1992  winter  and  spring 
precipitation  was  unusually  high 
(10  inches),  this  year's  summer  rain 
during  the  grazing  deferment 
period  from  July  through  August 
was  below  average.  Use 
supervision  and  range  monitoring 
studies  indicated  lower  than  normal 
forage  production.   The  stocking 
rates  for  the  1992-93  grazing  period 
were  reduced  by  25  percent  from 
the  average  as  shown  in  Table  3. 
Range  condition  and  production 
studies  conducted  in  1992  indicate 
that  a  majority  of  the  range 
resource  continues  to  remain  in 
good  range  condition  or  late  serai 
stage. 


Planned  Actions 


In  1993,  a  Coordinated  Resource 
Management  Plan  will  be 
developed  for  the  foothills  area 
that  is  represented  by  the  pifion 
and  juniper  vegetation  type.  This 
encompasses  50,000  acres  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  McGregor 
Range.  The  major  focus  of  the 
plan  will  be  to  assess  current 
conditions;  develop  objectives  for 
wildlife  habitat,  watershed  values 
and  range  resources,  and  to 
prescribe  management  actions  to 
meet  these  objectives.  This 
planning  process  may  be  used  in 
the  future  to  formulate 
management  actions  for  the  desert 
grassland  and  desert  shrub 
vegetation  types. 


The  BLM  will  continue  to  replace 
and  maintain  water  pipelines  for 
use  by  wildlife  and  livestock.  Plans 
are  being  made  to  rebuild  4  miles 
of  fence,  reconstruct  4  miles  of 
pipeline,  and  maintain  100  miles  of 
road  in  FY  1993.  Use  supervision 
and  rangeland  monitoring  will 
continue  to  ensure  compliance  with 
contracts  and  that  proper  use  levels 
of  forage  are  not  exceeded. 


WILDLIFE  HABITAT 
MANAGEMENT/SPECIAL 
STATUS  SPECIES 
MANAGEMENT 


Accomplishments 

•  4  exclosures  were  constructed: 

Percha  Creek   (1)  -  Riparian 
management  demonstration. 


Jornada  del  Muerto  (2)  -  for 
nongame  and  upland  game 
habitat  around  dirt  tanks, 
includes  access  for  livestock 
water. 

Pronghorn  Dirt  Tank  (1)  -  for 
nongame,  upland  game,  and 
big  game  (Sikes  Act  Project), 
includes  access  for  livestock 
water. 

•  30  wildlife  habitat  projects 
were  maintained. 

•  4,000  acres  of  inventory  for 
special  status  plants 
completed. 

•  Monitoring  was  conducted  on 
the  Caballo  Mountain  Deer 
Habitat  Management  Plan 
(HMP)  and  the  McGregor 
Range  Co-Use  Area  HMP. 

•  100,000  acres  of  road 
inventory  for  the  Caballo 
Mountains  area  was 
completed. 

Planned  Actions 

•  Maintenance  for  30  projects. 


Construction  of  three  water 
units  and  three  exclosures  on 
the  Jornada  del  Muerto  for 
pronghorn  antelope,  small 
game,  and  nongame  species. 

Construction  of  four  reservoir 
exclosures,  and  survey  and 
design  of  four  additional 
reservoir  exclosures  (access 
for  livestock  provided)  to 
improve  small  game  and 
nongame  species  habitat  on 
the  Jornada  del  Muerto. 

Survey  and  design  one  burn 
on  the  Jornada  del  Muerto  to 
improve  pronghorn  habitat 
and  livestock  grazing. 

Survey  and  design  one 
creosotebush  control  project 
to  improve  pronghorn  habitat 
and  livestock  grazing. 

Survey  and  design  for 
reconstruction  of  three  water 
projects  near  Caballo 
Mountain. 


•  Survey  and  design  for  three 
riparian  exclosures: 

Three  Rivers  (1) 
Sacramento  River  (2) 

•  Monitor  pronghorn  antelope 
populations  for  the  Jornada 
del  Muerto  HMP. 

•  Monitor  Percha  Creek 
riparian  condition  and  the 
demonstration  exclosure. 

•  Inventory  30,000  acres  for 
Guadalupe  Mountain  Mescal 
Bean  in  the  Brokeoff 
Mountains. 

•  Inventory  2,000  acres  for 
Arizona  black-tailed  prairie 
dog  on  Otero  Mesa. 
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•  Continue  the  Caballo 
Mountain  habitat  inventory  to 
support  preparation  of  the 
deer  HMP. 

•  Continue  survey  and  design 
for  the  gypsum  scalebroom 
study  exclosures. 

•  Monitor  four  special  status 
species  plants  (Sacramento 
Mountain  prickly  poppy, 
Todsen's  pennyroyal, 
Duncan's  corycactus,  Villard's 
pincushion  cactus)  and  report 
possible  resource 
management  concerns. 

•  Develop  an  amendment  to 
the  White  Sands  RMP  to 
address  the  designation  of 
Areas  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern 
(ACECs)  in  Otero  County. 
Currently  two  areas  are  under 
consideration.   The  3,640-acre 
Sacramento  Escarpment  may 
be  expanded  to  protect 
additional  scenic  resources 
and  special  status  plant 
habitat.  The  approximate 
5,100-acre  Guadalupe  Ranch 
gypsum  scalebroom  area  will 
be  studied  for  designation  as 
an  ACEC.   Additional 
ACECs  may  be  considered  as 
the  plan  amendment  is 
developed.  Public  input  into 
this  amendment  will  be  a 
priority. 


PROGRAM  NOTES 

The  Resource  Area  initiated  the 
amendment  process  for  the  White 
Sands  RMP  to  provide  for  a 
release  of  desert  bighorn  sheep  in 
the  Caballo  Mountains.    The 
project  was  initiated  at  the  request 
of  the  New  Mexico  Department  of 
Game  and  Fish  (NMDGF).   Strong 
public  opposition  to  proposed 
management  actions  for  the  sheep 


caused  NMDGF  to  withdraw  their 
request  and  cancel  the  project. 


Approximately  20  new  locations  for 
Villard's  pincushion  cactus  were 
found  during  the  completed 
inventory  of  the  Sacramento 
Escarpment.   This  species  appears 
to  be  limited  to  specific  exposures 
within  a  narrow  elevational  band. 
It  continues  to  be  limited  to  a 
small  geographic  area. 

Work  is  nearly  completed  on  the 
collection  of  base  population  data 
for  gypsum  scalebroom  within  the 
Guadalupe  Ranch  Coordinated 
Management  area.  The  data  will 
be  used  to  monitor  the  success  of 
the  Guadalupe  Ranch  Management 
Plan  designed  to  prevent  listing  of 
the  plant  as  endangered  and  also  to 
provide  basic  biological 
information  to  support 
management  of  the  area. 


The  first  year  as  a  Wildlife  Pilot 
District  program  has  been 
completed.  This  program  provided 
increased  funding  to  demonstrate 
the  benefits  of  improved  capability 
in  wildlife  and  special  status  species 
management. 


CULTURAL  RESOURCES 


Rivers  Petroglyph  Site  and 
the  town  of  Lake  Valley. 

•  A  Rock  Art  Field  School  was 
held  at  Three  Rivers.  Over 
20,000  petroglyphs  were 
photographed  and  catalogued 

•  The  Lake  Valley  townsite  was 
inventoried. 


Planned  Actions 

•  Build  erosion  control 
structures  at  Three  Rivers. 

•  Finalize  the  Three  Rivers 
Interim  Management  Plan 
and  Environmental 
Assessment. 

•  Complete  the  architectural 
design  for  Lake  Valley 
schoolhouse  and  chapel. 

•  Begin  the  Lake  Valley  Oral 
History  Project. 

•  Develop  a  plan  amendment 
for  management  of  the  Lake 
Valley  townsite. 


Accomplishments 

•   Cultural  Resource 
Management  Plans  were 
developed  for  the  Three 


PROGRAM  NOTES 


The  Caballo  Resource  Area 
Cultural  Resource  Management 
Program  has  two  functions: 
supports  the  other  resource 
programs  by  conducting  cultural 
surveys  (e.g.  clearance  work  for 
pipelines,  fences,  etc.)  as  part  of 
the  environmental  assessment 
process,  and  proactively  managing 
archeological  and  historical  sites 
for  the  public.  The  Resource 
Area's  proactive  emphasis  is  on 
Lake  Valley,  a  historic  mining  town 
in  Sierra  County;  and  Three  Rivers, 
a  prehistoric  village  and  petroglyph 
site  in  Otero  County. 
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RECREATION 


Accomplishments 

•  Five  Special  Recreation 
Permits  were  issued  and 
monitored  for  guide  and 
outfitting,  hiking,  motorcycle 
racing,  and  horse  racing. 

•  Held  the  McGregor  Deer 
Hunt,  225  deer  hunters 
participated  with  60  percent 
success  for  deer  hunters. 

•  Held  the  McGregor  antelope 
hunt,  60  antelope  hunters 
participated  with  50  percent 
success. 

•  Annual  Hunt  Patrol  was 
conducted  in  FY  1992. 

•  Established  the  Alamogordo 
Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV) 
Area  that  will  be  used  for 
desert  motorcycle  races. 

•  Stationed  a  permanent 
volunteer  host  at  Three 
Rivers  Petroglyph  Site  and 
picnic  area. 

•  Established  a  Cuchillo 
Mountains  piflon  nut 
collection  area.  Patrol  and 
surveillance  of  the  area  will 
be  conducted. 


Planned  Actions 

•  Conduct  McGregor  deer  and 
antelope  hunts  in 
coordination  with  the 
NMDGF  and  U.S.  Army. 


Conduct  the  annual  Hunt 
Patrol  in  FY  1993. 


Establish  recreation  fee 
collection  at  Three  Rivers 
Petroglyph  Site  and  picnic 
area. 


Survey  and  design  a  fence  for 
the  Three  Rivers  boundary. 


Amend  the  new  access  permit 
system  for  McGregor  Range 
(with  U.S.  Army). 


Propose  a  Back  Country 
Byway  in  Sierra  County  to 
assist  in  interpreting  the 
area's  mineral  resources  and 
associated  mining  history, 
grazing  management  and 
ranching  history,  and  wildlife 
habitat. 


Install  public  information 
signs  in  the  Cornudas  area 
showing  ORV  limitations. 


Install  public  information 
signs  in  the  Cuchillo 
Mountains  to  show  ORV 
limitations. 


PROGRAM  NOTES 

The  Caballo  Resource  Area  and  Ft. 
Bliss  issued  approximately  1,000 
access  permits  for  McGregor 
Range. 


WILDERNESS 


Planned  Action 

•  Wilderness  Study  Areas 
(WSAs)  will  be  patrolled  and 
monitored  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  BLM's 
Interim  Management  Policy. 


PROGRAM  NOTES 

WSAs  will  continue  to  be  managed 
in  compliance  with  the  Interim 
Management  Policy  and  Guidelines 
for  Land  Under  Wilderness 
Review.  The  Brokeoff  Mountains 
WSA  encompassing  31,386  acres 
and  the  Culp  Canyon  WSA 
encompassing  10,937  acres  have 
been  signed  and  are  monitored 
every  other  month. 
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CABALLO  RESOURCE  AREA 

ENVIRONMENTALASSESSMENTS 

FISCAL  YEAR  1992 


NUMBER 


NM-037-92-001 

NM-037-92-002 
NM-037-92-003 
NM-037-92-004 

NM -037- 92- 005 
NM -037- 92- 006 
NM-037-92-007 
NM-037-92-008 
NM -037- 92- 009 


NM-037- 
NM-037- 
NM-037- 
NM-037- 
NM-037- 
NM-037- 
NM-037- 
NM-037- 


-92-010 
■92-011 
92-012 
92-013 
92-014 
92-015 
92-016 
92-017 


NM-037-92-018 

NM -037- 92- 01 9 

NM -037- 92- 020 

NM-037-92-021 
NM -037- 92- 022 
NM -037- 92- 023 
NM-037-92-024 

NM-037-92-025 
NM -037- 92- 026 
NM -037- 92- 027 
NM-037-92-049 


EANAME 


Otero  County  Right-of-way 

County  Road  A049 
White  Sands  Production  Inc. 
SRA  and  Permit  for  Pathfinders  Way,  Inc. 
McGregor  Pipeline  Extensions/Reconstructions/ 

Maintenance 
Three  Rivers  Farm  Road  Fence 
O&G  Lease  Parcels  for  January  1992  Sale 
Van  Winkle  Fence 
Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Parcels 
Earthen  Reservoir  Exclosures/Silt  Traps 

Along  Jornada  del  Muerto 
Prairie  Dawg  Motorcycle  Race 
West  Pasture  Pipeline 
Cox  Well  Range  Improvement 
Skute  Stone  Well 

Las  Palo  mas  Endurance  Horse  Ride 
Graham  Well  Section  4 
Apodaca  Fence/Pipeline 
Sierra  County  Free  Use  Permit 

Nordstrom  Trap 
Implementation  of  Three  Rivers  Historic 

District  CRMP 
Dell  Telephone  Coop,  Incl,  Buried 

Telephone  Cable 
Dell  Telephone  Coop,  Incl,  Buried 

Telephone  Cable 
NMSHTD  Temporary  Use  Permit 
Collins  Pipeline 
Oil  and  Gas  Lease 
Ashcroft  Boat  Park  Special  Recreation 

Use  Permit 
Three  Rivers  ROW  Pipeline 
North  Fence  Tank 
Lanford  Tub 
Gutierrez  Sandstone  Permit 


DATE 
COMPLETED 


21-Oct-91 
24-Oct-91 
30-Oct-91 

05-Nov-91 
18-Nov-91 
18-Nov-91 
24-Jan-92 
31-Jan-92 

10-Feb-92 
13 -Feb -92 
26 -Feb -92 
18-Mar-92 
25-Mar-92 
30-Mar-92 
30-Mar-92 
01 -Apr -92 

08-Apr-92 

22-Apr-92 

23-Apr-92 

12-May-92 
12-Jun-02 
10-Jul-92 

03-Aug-92 

10-Aug-92 
12-Aug-92 
02-Sep-92 
14-Sep-92 
21 -Oct -91 


APPENDIX  A 


A-l 


FY 


m 


ALLOTMENT 
CATEGORY/ NUMBER!      ALLOTMENT  NAME 


1992  I  06083              SAN  ANDRES  RANCH 

1992  l  16017             BUCKHORN  RANCH 

1992  I  18002              MCGREGOR  02 

1992  I  18008              MCGREGOR  08 

1992  I  07003              COYOTE  CANYON 

1992  I  07080  THREE  RIVERS 

1992  J  09033  GUADALUPE  RANCH 

1992  1  09053  SNOW  RANCH 

1992  I  09064  HAT  RANCH  #2 

1992  I  06148  COYOTE  RANCH 

1992  I  16048  LOWER  CABALLO 

1992  I  07034  HOLCOMB  SOUTH 

1992  M  16047  SECO  CREEK 

l"2  M  16006  ARMIJO/APODACA 

l"2  I  09044  ANCHOR  BAR 

1992  1  16004  TIERRABLANCA 

1992  I  16067  MESCAL  SPRINGS 

l"2  M 09009  REIDA  STEWART 


PLAN 


**TOTAL  •* 


1993  I  06083  SAN  ANDRES  RANCH 

1993  I  16017  BUCKHORN  RANCH 

1993  I  07066  CHARLES  R  WALKER 

1993  I  07080  3  RIVERS  RANCH 

1993  I  16048  LOWER  CABALLO 

1993  I  16108  CUCHILLO  SOUTH 

1993  I  16064  KELLY  CANYON 

l"3  1  160O4  TIERRABLANCA 

1993  ! 06080  FLYING  X  RANCH 


"TOTAL  •• 


AMP 
AMP 


AMP 
AMP 
CRMP 


AMP 
AMP 


AMP 


APPENDIX  B 
RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


CHEMICAL 

CONTROL 

(ACRES) 


CONTROL 

BURNS 

(ACRES') 


(NO.) 


WATERS  PIPELINES     FENCES 


(#  MILES)!  (#  MILES) 


AMP 
AMP 
AMP 
AMP 
AMP 
AMP 
AMP 
AMP 
AMP 


1,400 
1,470 


NOTES:       *  II IREATENED/ENDANGERED  SPECIES 
**  CATTLEGUARD 
a/ PENDING  COMPLETION 


2,870 


PROTECTION 


3 
3 

1 
2 

1 

3 
5 

2 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 


EROSION 

CONTROL 

(ACRES) 


ESTIMATE)  ESTIMATE 


BLM 
COSTS 


SIKES  ACT 
COSTS 


30 


7.70 
6.00 
0.10 
1.30 

0.75 

4.20 

11.50 


0.50 
0.50 


1.00 
0.10 

0.50 
6.00 


ESTIMATE 

RANCHER 

COSTS 


40.15 


5.50 

1.90 

2.25 

1.30 
1.50 


12.45 


4.50 


0.80 
9.70 

3.50 


1.50 


0.75 


20.75 


3.00 


3.00 


$25,623 
$19,803 
$1,750 
$1,750 
$1,750 
$5,900 
$116,933  *a/ 
$1,750 
$1,750 
$1,750 
$1,750 
$3,600  ••a/ 


$1,610 
$1,750 


$187,469 

$7,272 
$11,354 

$9,812 
$21,000 
$29,215 
$38,471 

$3,259 

$8,000 
$12,700 


$141,083 


$15,564 
$16,607 

$3,650 
$2,850 
$10,260 
$2,600 
$9,660 
$8,600 
$1,900 
$1,500 

$10,000 
$3,934 
$700 
$32,074 
a/ 
$22,800 


$142,699 


$3,520 
$9,252 

$1,815 

$4,414 

$2,831 
$1,200 
$3,200 


$26,232 


CRMP  -  COORDINATED  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 
AMP  -  ALLOTMENT  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 
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BLM  LIBRARY 
SC-653,  BLDG.  50 

DENVER  FEDEF 
p.  0.  BOX  25047 
DENVER,  CO  80225-0047 


•ENTER 


BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 

LAS  CRUCES  DISTRICT  OFFICE 

1800  Marquess 

Las  Cruces,  NM   88005 

(505)  525-4300 


CABALLO  RESOURCE  AREA 


Timothy  M.  Murphy 
Lorraine  Salas 
Al  Chavez 


Area  Manager 
Staff  Assistant 
Ranger 


525-4372 
525-4388 
524-4320 


RANGE  STAFF 


Miles  Brown 
Betts  Donaldson 
Ray  Aguilar 
James  Christensen 
Doug  Coalson 
Eli  Gutierrez 
Walter  Lujan 
Tom  Phillips 
Ray  Sanchez 


Supervisory  Range  Conservationist  525-4315 

Range  Clerk  525-4330 

Range  Conservationist  525-4301 

Range  Conservationist,  McGregor  Range  525-4322 

Range  Conservationist  525-4323 

Maintenance  Worker,  McGregor  Range  525-4322 

Range  Conservationist  525-4362 

Range  Conservationist  525-4377 

Range  Conservationist  525-4392 


MULTI-RESOURCES  STAFF 


Tim  Sanders 
Bernie  Creager 
Margie  Guzman 
Theresa  Hanley 
Mike  Howard 
Roy  Placker 
Joe  Sanchez 
Judy  Waggoner 


Multi-Resources  Staff  Chief 
Realty  Specialist 
Wildlife  Biologist 
Archeologist 
Wildlife  Biologist 
Wildlife  Biologist 
Natural  Resource  Specialist 
Realty  Specialist 


525-4393 
525-4325 
525-4339 
525-4342 
525-4348 
525-4379 
525-4391 
525-4403 


' 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 

Las  Cruces  District  Office 

1 800  Marquess  St. 

Las  Cruces.  New  Mexico  88005 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 

PENALTY  FOR  PRIVATE  USE   $300 


POSTAGE  Am,  .  „ 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT 
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DSC  LIBRARY 

BLDG  50  DENVER  SERVICE  CTR 

DENVER,  CO  80225 


